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Follow
ing D

istance
Allow

 atleastthree seconds
follow

ing distance
betw

een you and any
vehicle, including 

m
otorcycles.D

rive A
w

are
W

hen m
otor vehicles

collide w
ith m

otorcycles, 
itis

alw
ays

serious, and often deadly.
Approxim

ately
5 outof6 m

otorcyclists
involved

in m
otor vehicle crashes

are injured or killed.
Additionally, m

otorcyclists
are tw

elve tim
es

m
ore likely

to be killed than m
otor vehicle crash 

occupants. D
rive aw

are, startseeing m
otorcycles

and share the road. 

In Case ofa Crash
In the eventofa crash, use caution. D

o not
rem

ove the m
otorcyclist’s

helm
et. S

eek
em

ergency
m

edicalassistance im
m

ediately.
M

oving the helm
etor the m

otorcyclistcould
cause further injury

or even death.

S
afety

Tips
for

M
otorcyclists

•
Choose a lane position thatm

axim
izes

your 
safety

and ability
to be seen by

others
on 

the road.

•
Approach intersections

w
ith caution. 

N
ever assum

e thatother vehicle drivers
see you and w

illyield. B
e sure to check

oncom
ing traffic

for vehicles
thatm

ay
be 

turning left.

•
Pass

other vehicles
only

w
hen itis

safe. 
B

efore passing, you should m
ake sure your 

m
otorcycle is

in the leftportion ofthe lane 
ata safe follow

ing distance. Avoid crow
ding 

the autom
obile w

hen passing. 

•
Com

m
unicate w

ith other roadw
ay

users. 
U

se lights
and signals. This

is
an effective 

w
ay

to letthe m
otorists

around you know
 

your intentions. Rem
em

ber to cancelyour 
signalafter a turn and use hand signals

if
necessary. D

aytim
e headlights

help 
m

otorcycles
to be m

ore visible.

For m
ore inform

ation contact:
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sf-usa.org
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-743-738
1 • w

w
w

.utahridered.com
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N

(8
01) 532-7691 • w

w
w

.driverlicense.utah.gov
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(8
01) 391-4029 or (8

01) 627-1117
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w

w
w

.highw
aysafety.utah.gov

StartSeeing M
otorcycles

Allow
 3 seconds

betw
een you and any

vehicle
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S
hare the R

oad
Approxim

ately
75%

 ofallm
otorcycle crashes

involve a m
otor vehicle, and 67%

 ofthese 
crashes

w
ere caused by

the m
otoristfailing to

yield the right-of-w
ay

to the m
otorcyclist.

Considering crash statistics
and the increasing

num
ber ofm

otorcyclists, the key
to a safer 

traffic
m

ix
is

learning to share the road.

M
otorcycles

are sm
aller in size and m

aneuver
m

ore quickly
than m

otor vehicles. B
ecause of

their size and m
aneuverability, car drivers

often
don’tnotice m

otorcycles
in traffic. 

Traffic
Lane A

rea
Traffic

conditions
and road surface can 

determ
ine the area w

ithin the lane thatthe
m

otorcycle m
ay

use. O
ilspills, potholes, 

gravelor debris
m

ay
require the m

otorcyclistto
adjustposition w

ithin the lane. M
otor vehicles

and m
otorcycles

should notshare the sam
e

lane, so the m
otorcyclistcan choose a lane 

position thatm
axim

izes
their safety

and ability
to been seen by

others
on the road. 

S
tartS

eeing M
otorcycles

Include m
otorcycles

in your search pattern
because they

are sm
alland m

ay
be difficultto

see. The failure ofm
otorists

to see m
otorcycles

in traffic
is

the m
ostcom

m
on cause of

m
otorcycle crashes. Car drivers

involved in 
collisions

w
ith m

otorcycles
often do notsee the

m
otorcycle before the collision, or untilitis

too
late to avoid the collision.

S
EE

B
oth the m

otoristand m
otorcyclistcan benefit

from
 using a sim

ple system
 to heighten 

aw
areness

ofpotentialproblem
s

w
hile on the

roadw
ay. It’s

know
n as

the SEE
process

and 
consists

ofthe follow
ing steps:

S
-

S
earch for factors

in the area.S
earch for

oncom
ing traffic

–
 m

otorcycles, other m
otor

vehicles, and even bicycles.

E
-

Evaluate the potentialrisks
and options.

Anticipate potentialproblem
s

and have a plan to
reduce risks. Think

aboutyour tim
e and space

requirem
ents

to m
aintain a m

argin ofsafety.

E
-

Execute w
ith controland precision.Carry

out
your decision. U

se your turn signals
and head-

lights
to m

ake others
aw

are ofyour presence.

B
lind S

pots

Intersections
In U

tah, over 50%
 ofm

otorcycle/car crashes
are

caused by
drivers

entering a rider’s
right-of-w

ay.
M

ostoften the m
otorcycle is

proceeding straight
w

hen the oncom
ing vehicle m

akes
a leftturn in

frontofthe m
otorcycle. W

atch for m
otorcycles

before turning. B
ecause m

otorcycles
are sm

aller,
drivers

tend to underestim
ate the speed ofthe

m
otorcycle. Yield the right-of-w

ay
and alw

ays
use your turn signals.

M
otorcyclists

have equal rights
to a full traffic

lane area.

Include m
otorcycles

in yoursearch pattern.

Look
form

otorcycles, share the road.

M
otorcyclists

have equal rights
atintersections

and 
w

hen turning.
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